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cussion. I must here, however, content myself with short, and
therefore insufficient, indications that necessarily render my
presentation somewhat too schematic. Within these limits, too,
it is impossible to draw even a part of the numerous theoretical
and pedagogical conclusions yielded by the material here indi-
cated. I shall only briefly touch upon one of the most important.
In what has been said we have come to regard the role of the
school as on the whole a passive one; it proves to be a touch-
stone for the sexual development that has already been more or
less successfully achieved. What, then, is the active role of the
school? Can it achieve anything essential for the child's libidinal
and whole development? It is clear that an understanding
teacher who considers the child's complexes will diminish more
inhibitions and achieve more favourable results than the non-
understanding or even brutal teacher, who from the first repre-
sents for the child the castrating father. On the other hand I
found in a number of analyses that even under the best conditions
in school very strong inhibitions of learning occur, while very
injudicious conduct on the part of the teacher is by no means
always followed by inhibitions.
I will briefly sum up my conception of the teacher's part in the
development of the child. The teacher can achieve much by
sympathetic understanding, for he is able thereby considerably
to reduce that part of the inhibition that attaches to the person of
the teacher as 'avenger5. At the same time, the wise and kindly
teacher offers the homosexual component in the boy and the
masculine component of the girl an object for the exercise of
their genital activity in a sublimated form, as which, as I suggested,
we can recognize the various studies. From these indications,
however, the possibilities of injury that can result from a peda-
gogically wrong or even brutal procedure on the part of the
teacher can be deduced.
Where, however, repression of genital activity has affected the
occupations and interests themselves, the attitude of the teacher
can probably diminish (or intensify) the child's inner conflict, but
will not affect anything essential as concerns his attainments.
But even the possibility of a good teacher easing the conflict is a
very slight one, for limits are set by the child's complex-formations,
particularly by his relationship to his father, which determines
beforehand his attitude towards school and teacher.
This, however, explains why, where more powerful inhibitions
are concerned, the results even of years of pedagogical labour
present no relation to the effort expended, while in analysis we
often find these inhibitions removed in a comparatively short